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Message from the Assistant to the President for Outreach 

Founded in 1911, the State University of New York College of Environmental Science and Forestry (ESF), 
one of nine doctoral-granting institutions in the sixty-four campus SUNY system, is the only institution of 
higher learning in the United States dedicated solely to the study of our environment in all its 
complexity, from the basic and applied sciences, to engineering, planning and design, and management 
of both natural and human communities... 
 
ESF earned a place among America’s top universities in 2016 as ranked by U.S. News & World Report: 

 ESF is one of three top-ranked SUNY schools on the Best National Universities list (89th) - the 
smallest institution to receive such a distinction. The college is tied with Binghamton University 
and Stony Brook University for top honors among the SUNY campuses.  

 Ranked 41st best college values in the nation on the "Great Schools, Great Prices" list. ESF is the 
only SUNY campus listed among 50 National Universities selected for this recognition.  

 
Outreach, in its many forms, is integral to the College's mission. ESF faculty, staff and students, along 
with our off-campus partners, pursue a range of programs and projects that build upon and extend ESFs 
academic and research excellence.   
 
In 2001, ESF renewed and strengthened its commitment to educational outreach. Collaborations were 
initiated with schools, colleges and universities; economic and workforce development organizations; 
and other public, private and non-profit organizations. As a result, ESF now serves and partners with 
more organizations through a broader array of programs and projects than ever before.    
 
In 2015, as part of a leadership team reorganization and ongoing strategic planning, President Wheeler 
further emphasized Outreach’s strategic role in the College’s future with a newly titled Assistant to the 
President for Outreach (previously Associate Provost for Outreach) reporting to him as part of the 
President’s Office. The Assistant to the President for Outreach provides institutional leadership through 
policy, support, and advocacy for ESF’s outreach mission, programs and partnerships.   
 
ESF’s Educational Outreach programs serve approximately 4,000 participants annually through 

 Credit courses, certificates, and degree programs offered in traditional, online and hybrid 
formats for  high school and college/university students, adult and lifelong learners 

 Professional and public education programs, including short-courses, workshops, webinars, 
conferences and contract trainings offered State-wide, nationally and internationally.  

(Professional certification credits for New York State-licensed engineers, landscape 
architects, and architects are integrated with several programs.) 

 Informal and experiential learning programs for youth and community members.  

I believe that outreach and service profoundly enhance the educational, professional and personal 
growth and development of our students, faculty, and collaborators, and inspire everyone involved.   

My colleagues and I welcome your thoughts and questions and we look forward to working with you - 
Please join us! 

Dr. Chuck Spuches 

315.470.6810  l  cspuches@esf.edu  l  www.esf.edu/outreach  

mailto:cspuches@esf.edu
http://www.esf.edu/outreach
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www.esf.edu/outreach/radcuring 

 
The following is excerpted from  

Low Energy Radiation Curing Program Offered at SUNY 
By Dr. Charles M. Spuches, Associate Provost for Outreach, SUNY ESF 
American Chemical Society / Green Chemistry Blog 
 

SUNY-ESF, along with RadTech International North America and other collaborators, has launched a 
new program in radiation or energy curing, the Radiation Curing Program (RCP).  

Ultraviolet (UV) or electron beam (EB) processing refers to a special way in which coatings, inks, 
adhesives, composites and other materials may be cured (dried) as an alternative to traditional 
energy-intensive methods that create harmful emissions. These processes entail ultraviolet energy 
from a UV lamp and the focused electrons in electron beams to instantly cure/crosslink specially 
formulated chemistries, using less energy and at lower cost than conventional methods. 

Energy cured applications are part of your everyday experiences ranging from your morning cereal 
box, to your CD or DVD, magazines, credit cards, cell phone, contact lenses, keyboard, the car you 
drive, and the floor you walk on. The advantages of UV & EB are well-documented--particularly when 
used with manufactured products that require fast processing and/or on substrates that are sensitive 
to heat (e.g., contact lenses). In addition, UV & EB are considered environmentally responsible since 
most or all of the solvents in traditional processes may be eliminated. 

As of September 2015, we have served 
 1,271 Total Participants in 94 Organizations located in 22 States and 6 Countries!  

Through 
 Three graduate-level (or ‘advanced’) online courses focused on Polymer technologies 

and instrumentation; 
 Two online short-courses: Principles of Energy Curing Technologies and Basics of UV 

Curable 3D Printing; 
 Custom in-house training and pre-conference workshops; 
 MACNY-led Certified Production Technician online program ; 
 A webinar series in partnership with RadTech International, North America; and 
 ESF’s first fully online credential, an Advanced Certificate in Radiation Curing (registered 

with SUNY and NYS Education Department).  

Our instructional team includes Ph.D. leaders in this field located in Missouri, North Carolina, 
Georgia and Minnesota (a corporate scientist at 3M). Dr. Mike Idacavage, for example, holds a 
Ph.D. from Syracuse University where he was a student of Nobel Prize recipient, Dr. Eiichi 
Negishi (later of Purdue University). 

The Radiation Curing Program is funded, in part, by a U.S. Department of Labor, Employment and Training Administration H-1B Technical Skills 
Training Grant, Enhancing American Jobs and Global Competitiveness: A Collaborative Initiative in Sustainable Materials and Manufacturing. 

This project adheres to the nondiscrimination and equal opportunity provisions of the Workforce Investment Act of 1998 (WIA). 

https://communities.acs.org/community/science/sustainability/green-chemistry-nexus-blog/blog/2013/10/09/low-energy-radiation-curing-program-offered-at-suny
http://www.esf.edu/outreach/radcuring/
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ESF Science Corps  Tutoring Program

This fall we launched a renewed effort serving Syracuse City School District (SCSD) students, the 
ESF Science Corps Tutoring Program. This represents a commitment shared between the SCSD, 
ESF, and all of our partnering PK-12 educators to make a positive difference in the current and 
future state of STEM education and career engagement. Science Corps Tutors will work with Dr. 
King Elementary School students in the areas of math, science, reading, and writing and will 
serve as academic role models. 

ESF in the High School     

ESF in the High School is a concurrent enrollment program that entails formal partnerships 
between ESF and high schools throughout the SCSD – one of New York State’s “Big Five” urban 
school districts, New York City and New York State.  Established in 1999 to advance ESF’s 
leadership role in STEM student learning and teacher professional development, ESF in the High 
School currently enables nearly 700  qualified students in 36 high schools to experience college-
level course work while still in high school.  

ESF Science Corps   

The ESF Science Corps entails campus-based, in-school, 
workplace and field-based STEM learning and 
professional development experiences for PK-12 
students and teachers. Established by two National 
Science Foundation GK-12 grants totaling more than $3 
million, the Science Corps is comprised of ESF 
undergraduate and graduate students, staff, alumni, 
faculty, and other volunteers. Science Corps members 
are front line role models for students whose academic 
and career plans are emerging.  

ESF SCIENCE   

ESF SCIENCE (Summer Camps Investigating Ecology in 
Neighborhood and City Environments) was established initially as part of our initial  NSF GK-12 
grants to serve an expressed desire by our partner, the Syracuse City School District, to develop 
summer science programming for city students.  With an eleven-year record of successful 
programming and partnerships - ESF SCIENCE carries the imprimatur of NSF GK-12, a 
Congressional Earmark grant through the U.S. EPA, as well as additional support through 
partnerships with local community agencies (e.g., La Liga, Girls Inc., Boys and Girls Club, 
Catholic Charities, Central New York Works, Syracuse City Parks). Over 100 youth and seven 
community organizations comprised the 2015 Science program.  

Environmental Challenge   

The Environmental Challenge is a science fair for 7th and 8th grade SCSD students. 
Approximately 600 students participate each year and their projects are evaluated by over 100 
judges from ESF and nearly 30 partnering organizations.   
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Professional & Public Education Programs         

ESF Outreach fulfills the College’s mission by organizing and 
delivering successful (educationally valuable and financially 
viable) faculty-driven and faculty-partnered professional 
education conferences, symposia, workshops, and contract 
training on various scales, from local, state, and regional to 
national and international. This past year,  

 Over 1,100 participants represented 
 54 NYS Counties  
 21 States 
 4 Countries 

ESF’s outreach programs make an  economic impact. 
For example, 2015 programs held in Syracuse and the 
Brookhaven National Laboratory (Long Island) 
generated additional revenue for Onondaga County 
and  for the Upton, Long Island community.  

 
 
 

Current and past 
programs include  

The Sustainable Use of 
Renewable Energy (SURE) 
Symposium hosted by ESF in 
collaboration with the 
Sustainable Enterprise 
Partnership (this includes 
Syracuse University's 
Whitman School of 
Management and L.C. Smith 
College of Engineering and 

Computer Science) 

 New York State Green Building Conference 
 New York State Biotechnology Conferenced 
 SUNY SPARE (Solar Power as Renewable Energy) 
 The American Ecological Engineering Society National Conference 
 The International Phytotechnology Conference 
 The International Landscape Ecology Conference 
 The National Ecotourism Association Conference 
 …and more! 



The Relationship Between 
Religion and Science

Featuring: 
Father George Coyne and Dr. Warren Allmon

 
to share their ideas on a variety of interesting and 
topical subjects. Each event is tailored for the general 
public and everyone is welcome to attend.

October 21, 2015     7-9 p.m.
Gateway Conference Rooms A & B

ESF Campus
 

Admission is free. Pre-registration is requested.
For information and pre-registration, 

go to www.esf.edu/moonlighting

Father George Coyne 
Father Coyne is a Jesuit priest, astronomer, and former 
director of the Vatican Observatory and head of the 
observatory’s research group which is based at the 
University of Arizona in Tucson, Arizona. Since January 
2012, he has served as McDevitt Chair of Religious 
Philosophy at Le Moyne College in Syracuse, New York.

Dr. Warren Allmon 
As director of the Paleontological Research Institution in Ithaca and 
professor in the Department of Earth and Atmospheric Sciences 
at Cornell University, Warren Allmon has led the organization in 
its ambitious renovation and expansion, including the design and 
construction of the Museum of the Earth. In addition to his technical 
research, he writes and speaks frequently on the history of science, 
evolution and creationism, natural history museums and collections 
and earth science education.

New
Location


