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Executive Summary 

We seek to establish an innovative integrated organizational 
framework that will enable us to extend distinct mission-
based leadership within and on behalf of SUNY, and to fulfill 
our enduring commitment to excellence in undergraduate 
and graduate education, faculty development, as well as to 
PK-12 STEM pipeline, professional and public educational 
outreach. To these ends, 

 ESF Open Academy will provide current and new online-enabled undergraduate and graduate 
courses, certificates, degree programs, along with informal learning experiences to ESF, SUNY 
and other college/university students, to high school students, and to professionals and lifelong 
learners throughout New York State and beyond.  

 ESF Teaching and Learning Collaboratory will provide faculty professional development support 
for online-enabled education, and will feature an ESF Academy of Fellows that will foster 
relationships with recognized scholars and mission-aligned organizations in order to co-develop 
and co-brand  online-enabled programs.  

SUNY funds will support consultation and resources needed to develop an integrative Open Academy 
learning environment and alignment with Open SUNY, including helping us to address needs and 
opportunities identified through our Open SUNY Institutional Readiness self-assessment process and 
our Consultative Seminar processes.   

This strategic initiative will advance us toward our SUNY Excels goals by enabling us to 
1. Expand access and strengthen completion for ESF and other SUNY students, and to New York 

State citizens through current and new online-enabled STEM-focused programs that will 
increase overall enrollment and credentialing; and  

2. Engage students and our publics in citizen-science and public science literacy that will improve 
scientific and ethical foundations for decision makers, policy makers and leaders State-wide, 
nationally and throughout the world.  

Impact on SUNY’s goal to award 150,000 degrees annually by 2020 

The institutional framework and programs outlined will position ESF to increase undergraduate and 
graduate headcount in online-enabled credit courses, certificate and degree programs, as well as in 
informal (non-credit) programming. This will represent significant progress toward ESF’s and SUNY’s 
STEM-related access and completion goals.   

Related information 

Chancellor announces funding in State of the University Address 
 
Further information and questions contact Dr. Chuck Spuches, cspuches@esf.edu, 315.470.6810, ESF 
Outreach, 2nd floor – south, Gateway Center.   
 

https://esfoutreach.wordpress.com/2016/01/25/chancellor-announces-funding-in-state-of-university-address/
mailto:cspuches@esf.edu


ESF Open Academy / Teaching & Learning Colllaboratory Seminars 

To advance ESF’s online-enabled education goals, our seminar series and related efforts will explore the 
many dimensions of online-enabled education including faculty development, best instructional 
practices, marketing, intellectual property, universal design for accessibility, access to learning 
resources, assessment, and more… 

 Dr. Don Harter, Associate Professor and Associate Dean for Masters Programs, Whitman School 
of Management, Syracuse University 

11:00 AM – 12:20 PM (College Hour), Thursday, October 27, 2016 
Focus:  Syracuse University’s experience with 2U, an organization that “partners with top-tier 
universities to create online degree programs that are equal to — or better than — traditional 
programs, with fully integrated student and faculty experiences.”   

 Dr. Scott Turner, Professor, Environmental and Forest Biology and Chair, President’s Advisory 
Group: Needs and Opportunities for Online Content 

12:00 – 1:00 PM, Friday, November 4, 2016 
Focus:  President’s Advisory Group report on the Needs and Opportunities for Online Content 

 Additional topics, speakers and consultants TBA… 

Open Academy Pilot Initiatives  

We are also pursuing several projects that have emerged as pilot Open Academy initiatives. These 
projects will both inform and advance our Open Academy efforts, and include 

 SUNY Grand Challenge: Water Course.  This SUNY-led initiative is envisioned as a collaborative online-
enabled course intended to serve students throughout SUNY and beyond.  Faculty from several SUNY 
campuses (currently Binghamton, Buffalo, Stonybrook, Albany, and ESF) are collaborating. 

 Advanced Certificate: Leadership for Environmental Problem-Solving and Public Engagement. This is a 
new fully online advanced certificate based upon the College’s long-standing advanced certificate in 
Environmental Decision Making (EDM) offered by the Environmental Studies Academic Department. 

 SUNY SPARE (Solar Power as Renewable Energy). We developed SPARE, with support from a 
Congressional Earmark grant, and have offered it as a four-day face-to-face workshop for over a 
decade.  This project entails adapting this non-credit professional development program, with its focus on 
system design and applications for grid-connected and off-grid photovoltaic (PV) systems, to an online-
enabled approach. 

 eCybermission Online Science Fair.  Consistent with our longstanding commitment to engage middle 
school students in STEM education and careers, eCybermission is a virtual science fair that engages 
students in STEM fields by asking them to identify and propose a solution to a problem in their own 
community. See related post. 

 COIL (Center for Collaborative Online International Learning).  ESF has committed to re-engaging in the 
COIL program that supports international co-teaching opportunities. 

Related posts… 

 ESF Open Academy: Fall 2016 Update / Posted on September 12, 2016 
 Announcing the ESF Open Academy and Teaching & Learning Collaboratory / Posted on May 12, 

2016 
 

https://esfoutreach.wordpress.com/2016/09/12/fall-2016-update-esf-open-academy/
https://esfoutreach.wordpress.com/2016/09/12/fall-2016-update-esf-open-academy/
https://esfoutreach.wordpress.com/2016/05/12/announcing-the-esf-open-academy-and-teaching-learning-collaboratory/
https://esfoutreach.wordpress.com/2016/05/12/announcing-the-esf-open-academy-and-teaching-learning-collaboratory/
https://esfoutreach.wordpress.com/2016/05/12/announcing-the-esf-open-academy-and-teaching-learning-collaboratory/

